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Spring has
sprung and the
dogwoods were
in bloom just in
time for the
2011 Dogwood
Regatta! Fifty-
two skippers
dueled it out on

Mobile Bay last weekend under clear skies, full
sun and great breezes. 

Eighteen PHRF/Portsmouth boats started at
the West mark and sailed
upwind to Middle Bay, then
reached over to Point Clear
Light where they turned down
wind to finish back at the West
mark. It was a beautiful sight
seeing them come up the bay
to the finish. 

Meanwhile the one design
fleets sailed off the beaches of
FYC. The R19 class had some
great action with very close
finishes and tight scores. It

was great to see six
Rhodes on the water!
Three 420’s showed
up, two from out of
town and Robert
Adams the third. Rob
had a great weekend ending up first. 

There was an excellent turn out of the Optimist
fleet with twen-
ty-one boats!
FYC’s own
Mitchell Powell
took first in the
Blue Fleet.
Margaret
Ollinger took
Second in the
Red Fleet with
John Pereira a
close third. Mary Ellis Ollinger was hiking hard
in the Green Fleet. The future of our sport at
work! Please congratulate them.

A HUGE Thanks to all
volunteers, race commit-
tee, and FYC Staff for a
well run regatta! It would-
n’t happen without you! 

A Dogwood success!

Sunday, April 17, 5:00-7:00pm. Doc Rogers and the
Rock Dodgers, a/k/a FYC’s House Band, will play again.
Weather permitting the band will play on the patio at
the pool.

Read the Commodore’s report
for details about these fish!
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Adult Sailing
Did you know several FYC Boats are available

for member use? You just need to become
"certified" to use them. Did you know you can

learn to sail for FREE? Contact our Adult
Sailing Coordinator for information and an

appointment: John Helmstadter (956) 495-
5147 or helmsail@live.com

From the Commodore

At Half Mast:
Earl Hilyer
March 25 2011

Doesn’t our carved
tree look great!! We
are honored to have
been included in
Marlin Miller’s

“Katrina Project”. Marlin had a book
signing the day we dedicated the
tree to FYC. His book contains sto-
ries about his work along the
Mississippi Gulf Coast and beautiful photographs. He
is working on a series of children’s books which will
contain photographs of his work plus some of his
work that he has done since his first book was pub-
lished. He hopes to include FYC’s tree in this series.
Marlin also left ten signed copies of his book at FYC.
If you would like to purchase one, see Pat.

The Dogwood Regatta was a great success – from
all aspects of a regatta. My thanks to the staff for
keeping up with the demand put on the bar and
restaurant, to the volunteers who helped both on and
off the water, and to Rear Commodore Joe Comer, IV
for his organization in getting it all together.

Pool season is upon us. John Bystricky has come
forth and volunteered as Pool Committee Chair.
Thank you, John! The pool will be open (“open”
meaning there will be an attendant on duty) the
entire week of Baldwin County Spring Break, April
16-24. Beginning April 30 it will be open on week-
ends, then beginning May 28 it will be open “full
time”. In the meantime, if you want to enjoy the pool
just stop by Pat’s office and pick up a key. We’ve had
some beautiful, warm days. The Pool Rules are post-
ed on the web site and there are a few copies in Pat’s
office. Please familiarize/re-familiarize yourself with
them before enjoying the pool.

Big plans are in the works for the Tiki Bar this
summer. We think you’ll like what’s coming. Details
in next month’s Mainsheet.

It’s your club – use it, enjoy it!
Catherine Cromartie



All FYC Juniors that
sailed in the Dogwood
Regatta placed in their
class, as follows:
Robert Adams & Alex
Donald - 1st - 420's
Mitch Powell - 1st Blue Fleet; 2nd - Overall
Margaret Ollinger -2nd Red Fleet; 4th - Overall
John Pereira -3rd Red Fleet; 5th - Overall
Mary Ellis Ollinger - Green Fleet
Congratulations to all!

The weather was per-
fect except that on
Saturday the wind was
gusting between 13k &

15k and the Green Fleet was
not able to sail. That afternoon VC/Green Fleet Coach
Ellis Ollinger did a Chalk Talk on Tactics and Boat
Handling. The winds were calmer on sunday and they
were able to do several races. Ellis Ollinger said at the

awards ceremony that this group of 7 sailors were the
best Green Fleet he had seen in a while.

The Advanced Opti Fleet of 14 sailors was able to sail
7 races over the 2 day regatta.

2011 Club 420 Circuit
The GYA Club 420 Circuit begins with FYC's
Wet&Cool Regatta, and ends with the GYA 420
Championships June 25-26 at LBYC. Mark your
calendars. 420 sailors must compete in four out of
the six regattas to be counted in the series. 
FYC Junior 420 sailors- Look for 420 practice ses-
sions in February and March. Plan on attending!
Remember, FYC Juniors are the defending 2010
Mobile Bay Youth Champs.
April 2-3 Wet & Cool Regatta Fairhope YC
April 16-17 Mobile Bay Youth Champ. BucYC
Ap 30–May 1 GYA Opening Regatta    Pensacola YC
May 28-29 Juby Wynne Southern YC
June 4-5 Area D Bemis Semis Atlanta YC
June 25-26 GYA 420 Champ. Long Beach YC

420 Practice gets interesting! Check out how the
coach is getting back to the harbor. He ran out of gas just
as they were going in to the harbor!
Sailboats rule!
Anyone interested in sailing Flying Scots on Sundays,
be at the gazebo with life jacket, ready to sail at 1pm.
Fleet Captain Chris Dabney wants some junior partici-
pation! He'd like to take some lightweight sailors to
help sail Scots in regattas. If you are interested, just be
at the gazebo ready to sail on Sundays at one. He will
put you in a boat.
Remember, this is great practice for the Junior
Liptons!

This month we had the Dogwood
Regatta and there was an amazing turn
out. Lots of juniors competed from
Fairhope. In Optis, Mitch Powell won
first in Blue fleet, and second place overall, Margaret
Ollinger was second place in Red fleet, John Pereira
placed third in Red fleet, and Mary Ellis Ollinger
sailed in Green Fleet. In 420's Alex Donald and I
placed first overall. We are still sailing Flying Scots on
Sunday afternoons at 1 o'clock and would like to see
more juniors come out and sail. April is a crowded
month for sailing so plan out your schedules and be
ready to sail.

See you at the club,
Robert

Junior News From the 
Junior Commodore

FYC sailors did well at
GulfportYC in Alfonso
Sutter and Laser D14 Championships. Congratulations to
Mitch Powell finishing 3rd in Opti Blue Fleet, Alfonso
Sutter Regatta, and congratulations to AJ Pereira, finish-
ing 3rd, D14 Laser Championship, both held March 19-20.

Photos by Alicia Lucas

Philip Dobbins, John Pereira
and Ben Gottfried, sporting
their new foul weather gear,
practiced skills in preparation
for the upcoming regattas.

Juniors at work - sailing!
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Things are really happening in the restaurant
and bar, and we’re loving it!! 
★ For all observing Lent, every Friday through
Good Friday the restaurant has “All You Can Eat
Fried Fish” for $11.95.
★ Every Sunday we have the Sunday Brunch
for $13.95 adults and $7.50 for children 10 and
under. If you haven’t had a chance to try it, come
down. First Sundays are Champagne Brunches!
★ On Easter Sunday, April 24, Easter
Brunch: $24.95 for adults and $12.95 for chil-
dren 10 and under. The Easter Brunch menu will
include carved prime rib, fried trigger fish, vegeta-
bles, salads, fresh fruit, omelet/grits/pancake bar
and gourmet desserts. Make your reservations
early. We’re expecting a large crowd and are look-
ing forward to it.
BEER TASTING: Thursday, April 7, 6:00-
8:00pm. One of FYC’s beverage reps will be
bringing in some new beers that FYC doesn’t cur-
rently serve for you to try, including Sweetwater
420. Participants will be given an opportunity to
vote on their 3 favorites. Weather permitting, the
Beer Tasting will take place on the porch.

From Chef Rob: Entertainment Updates:
Friday, February 8, 6:30pm: Hate all your clothes?
Come to the Wine Tasting/Fashion Show at the
Club and get some great ideas from Utopia, Cybele's,
The Cat's Meow and Colony Shop as they model the sea-
sons latest fashions! Proceeds benefit Children's
Hospital! One of our own patients, Katie Hamlin, will be
modeling as well! Tickets $50 per person or $85 per cou-
ple! Enjoy wine/fruit/cheese pairings, a champagne raffle
for a beautiful piece of jewelry and local Fairhope ven-
dors displaying in the ballroom. Buy tix online at
chsys.kintera.org/fashion or call Kerrie Benson at 251-
610-4969!

Easter Egg Hunt- Sunday April 17- The egg hunt
will start at 2PM for the kids followed by one for adults
and kids of all ages. The Easter Bunny may also make an
appearance. Golden egg finders should be fun for even
the adults this year.
Caribbean Night- Saturday May 7- Julie Sweets’
new band “Willin” will play from 7 to 10 PM. Take a trip
to the Islands man and enjoy the sounds of this great
new band.
Karaoke with Mitchell- Starting something “New” for
FYC! Beginning on Thursday nights, April 14, from 7-10
PM and again on the 21st and the 28th there will be
karaoke in the ballroom for all of you would-be crooners
out there.
Dancing with the Spars- We are still working on the
ballroom dance and hopefully will have a date for it soon
on the FYC calendar.
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From the Fleet Captain
On March 12 and 13, the Fairhope Capdevielle team competed
in the Mardi Gras Regatta at New Orleans Yacht Club.
Saturday, in Capdevielle racing, Skipper Robert Adams with
crew Stuart Adams and a NOYC Junior, Jacque, finished 8th
in the 1st race and 6th in the 2nd race. Stuart Adams, skipper-
ing the 3rd race with the same crew, finished 8th. In Open
Scots, Chris Dabney, Joe Comer IV and a NOYC Junior,
Francis, finished 2nd, 1st, and 2nd to place 1st Overall in Open
Scot Class. Sunday, in Capdevielle Racing, Skipper Chris
Dabney with Tactician and Crew Joe Comer IV finished 2nd in
both race 4 and 5. It was a great weekend for our racing team
and we hope to continue to get better as the season goes on. If
you would like to participate in Capdevielle Racing, come out

and play with us!!!!!!
Capdevielle Practice

and Club Races are going
strong. Come join us for a
great time on the water.
We will have Club Races on Sunday, April 3 & 17 starting
around 1:00pm. We will have Capdevielle practices on
Thursday, April 7 & 28 starting at 5:30.
Upcoming Capdevielle Regattas:
Pat Gilliland @ Jackson YC, April 9-10.
GYA Opening @ Pensacola YC, April 30-May 1.

Looking for boats and crews for the PHRF Challenge Cup.
This is an exciting event & we have won it in the past. Join us!

Caribbean
Night

What’s in a Boat Name: 
What is a Zubenelgenubi?

It sounds like something
from Dr Seuss. It is not. It is
actually a star.
Zubenelgenubi is the alpha
star in the consultation
Libra the Scales. For this
boat name we are interested
in the abbreviation Zuben

‘Ubi which is short for Zubenelgenubi. If there had not been
a way to abbreviate the word then it probably would have to
be written down the side instead of on the stern. Zuben ‘Ubi
is owned by Dave Hale and Gary Garner. When Dave is sail-

ing off shore he enjoys using celestial navigation to deter-
mine his position. It was only natural that he name the boat
after a star. Zubenelgenubi is Dave’s favorite star, commonly
used for celestial navigation in the Southern Hemisphere. It
never rises above the horizon here in Fairhope so we can
never see it here. When using a sextant to take a sight on a
star, after measuring the angle between it and the horizon
the sailor writes down the angle, the exact time, and the
name of the star. With the star Zubenelgenubi however, the
sailors use an abbreviated version of “Zuben’Ubi.”

Dave is also interested in astronomy and astro-photography.
He promises to invite us to join him next time he sets it up. 

If you would like to tell the story of your boat name, please
write to me at TTM350@Bellsouth.net

By Tere Mills, picture by Kate Gibson



The weather could not have been more beautiful this year
for exploring the Delta. Under the leadership of Captain
Michael Connell we did just that again this year. The boats
on this cruise were Ellipsis..., Nepenthe, Church Lady,
Unwinder, Seven C’S, Mañana, Rambo, Top Cat and
Promises. We untied on Friday at 8:30 AM and headed out
for an adventure. We met friends from Mobile Yacht Club at
the 72 channel marker and headed into the Mobile River
harbor. We soon passed the Cruise Ship Terminal, Austal,
the Alabama State Docks and Atlantic Marine motoring
through the harbor and under the Cochran Bridge. We
motored along at 4.5 to 5 knots into
a swift current. There were many sea
birds along the way as we explored
the Mobile River past 12 mile Island
where the tragic train wreck hap-
pened. We then cut over along sandy
Gravine Island and on to the Tensaw
River, passing many osprey and
eagles nests, sea gulls and egrets. We arrived at the Blue Gill
at 4:00 to meet friends. Michael had made reservations for
25. At last count there were 40! We all told stories about the
day and made new sailing friends. It was a good day and a
pretty chilly night as we made our way back to the boats for
a much needed nights sleep.

Saturday morning came early as we prepared for a late
breakfast of BBQ. The Spanish Fort Fire department was
having a BarBQ fund raiser for a Spanish Fort Fireman,
injured in a wreck as he was riding home from work when
deer jumped out in front of his motorcycle. The Spanish
Fort Chief of Police, David Edgar was cruising with us so he

had one of his officers
bring BarBQ plates to the
dock. Being charitable
members of FYC, we were
happy to help out with
the fund raising and
equally happy to eat their
good BarBQ.

After our meal we head-
ed out of the Tensaw
passing a huge eagle. We
entered into Bryar Creek

to anchor out Saturday night in the wilderness. As we were
anchoring we heard owls announcing themselves. Christy
and Steve Zito, MYC had the party on Unwinder. They
invited everyone to unwind over an unlimited supply of
Bush Wackers. Or what was later called Bush Washers. The
next morning Unwinder was again the place to be for
scrambled eggs, bacon grits, doughnuts, biscuits, with OJ,
milk and coffee. We may not have done much sailing but we
sure did a lot of eating.

I want to thank Michael Connell for heading up the cruise.
Stan Brown for leading the cruise on Saturday. I also want

to thank John Iannacone for being our Cruise Mechanic.
Thanks to Margaret Meyers Selby for holding the record of
being the only “woman to single hand” one of our cruises. I
also want to thank my crew, Janie Stephenson and Carolyn
Davis Earnhardt for the swift retrievals they pulled off when
items were dropped over board on several occasions. I want
to thank Jim Jones for being our Grand Harbor Master at
the Blue Gill and helping us all get tied up. And all the cruis-
ers who attended that I have not mentioned including Jim
and Kate GIbson, Jack Bystricky, Yvonne Hoover, Retired
Captain Dave Carey and his wife, Jo Ann, MYC, Rodney
Young, Gene Childress, David and Mary Lucas, Dave and
Nancy Robinson, John and Sandy Helmstadter, Walter and
Patty Crenshaw, Pauley Christianson, Rex Fitzpatrick, Ron
and Karen Brown, Plug and Jackie McCants, Danny and
Kim Hodgkin, Buck Monroe and Connie Flowers. Lastly I
want to thank Harvey Cunningham and Rex Fitzpatrick for
joining us after their wives
left town for the weekend.
The next cruise is a one-
nighter to Dauphin Island
April 2nd. 

See you on the water!
Tere Mills

Cruising Captain FYC
SV: Promises

Photos by Margaret
Meyers Selby

The fleet passes up
Mobile River under
the Cochran Bridge

Carolyn, Jim, Rex, Pauley & John
on the Blue Gill Pier

Michael, Jack, Stan and Dave
visiting at the pier before dinner

kategibson11@usa.net

Cruising News:
Mobile Delta
Adventure
Cruise
March 11-13



A busy month of
events brought mem-
bers and guests into
the club. The Joe
Cain Day children’s
parade was a beauti-
ful day for junior

maskers to toss beads, Moon Pies
and doubloons to parents and
have them tossed back for more
turns around the parking lot.

The Guardians Poker Run was
well-attended, raising money for

Children’s Hospital and fin-
ishing off under the club-
house with Dr Rogers and
the Rock Dodgers Band and
our PC Eric who can play
anything you hand him!

The young ballerinas in
the club got to meet
Cinderella up close and
learn about ballet with the
dancers from Mobile Ballet.

More fun is planned to
bring you into the club for
this month including
Karaoke, Easter Egg Hunting, Sunday Champagne
Brunches and another appearance by Dr Rogers and the
Rock Dodgers Band. Don’t miss the action!

C22 Fleet 137 March 12 meeting and pot luck lunch-
eon was hosted by Barbra and Dick Davis. Fleet
Captain Chris Dawe opened the meeting to old busi-
ness and the upcoming plans for the Dauphin Island
race and the Summer Cruise. Pat provided the itener-
ery for the cruise and brought charts to show the
intended route for the cruise, the marina at Tacky

Jacks, the McCoys at Bon Secour and the
inlet for Pirate's cove. Several members
indicated they prefer to cruise and not race.
Pat announced that at least three C22s from
north Alabama and one from Louisiana plan to
join the race. Ten fleet members plan to participate in
the cruise.

Randy Fitzpatrick
is now on the Eastern Shore

251-377-8419
at 

Cuttin-Up
28825 Hwy 98 Suite B, Daphne

Happenings at the club

Catalina-22 Fleet 137 News: 

★ Dine in the restaurant or bar and receive 1 Token
for each entré ordered.
★ Token can be redeemed with your next meal pur-
chase for 1 free beverage (well drink, house wine, tea,
soda, coffee) OR 1 dessert.
★ Token can be redeemed 1 per person per subse-
quent dining anytime of the month (except during spe-

cial events)
★ Separate adult and child tokens. Child tokens may
be redeemed only for a child beverage or dessert.
★ Tokens will not be issued or be redeemed during
special events (Mystery Theater Dinner, wine tastings,
Caribbean night, birthday/retirement parties, rehearsal
dinners, etc.)

Restaurant Promo: 1st–15th of each month



FOR SALE: Kayak, Native Watercraft Solo
angler, Ultimate 14 peddle/paddle, almost new,
$990 RGiles 621-3998                              0211
-----------------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2000 5 HP Tohatsu 20 inch long
shaft. Very low hours, recently tuned up, in very
good condition $500.00/OBO. Dan Cummings
591-2768      1110
-----------------------------------------
FOR SALE: Cape Dory Typhoon Weekender
(19‘‘), 2 sets sails, roller furling jib, Merc 5hp out-

board, all wood in great shape, 2 sets cushions,
port-a-potty, 4 jack stands, bottom painted
08/10, need something bigger. FYC B dock
$6000. Laramie Dixey 472-6446.
laramie.dixey@gmail.com                          1110
-----------------------------------------
FOR SALE: Soverel 26: racer-cruiser, proven
race winner, large interior, with sails, motor, trail-
er, lifting harness. In three GYA Challenge Cup
Races it has taken 1, 2, 3 in D Class. Upwind,
it'll out point just about everything (except other

S26s). Downwind, fast dead downwind. Google
"Soverel 26" . Best Offer. Tony 243- 3262    1110
---------------------------------------------------- 
MAINSHEET CLASSIFIED ADS ARE A FREE
SERVICE TO THE MEMBERSHIP. TO LIST AN
AD, SEND A BRIEF DESCRIPTION TO  cmcro-
martie@bellsouth.net 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT OR
REFUSE ANY AD.
Ads will run for 6 months unless requested to
run longer.

Members Classified Ads
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