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May brought us the Dauphin Island Race, our Single-handed
Regatta and practice, practice, practice for the Junior Lipton
team hoping to repeat their last year’s win. Special Olympic
sailing has also started so we’ll have the beach full as well.

DI, Single-Handed, the season is HERE!

PC Paul Ring single-hands Pole Cat

An interesting tack at the DI start!
Did they make it untouched?

Summer is truely here and we have children all over the
lot. Please remember that they may be more interested
in getting off the hot pavement and in the pool than
watching for you. The speed limit is 8.5mph-go slower!

They’re off to a great start of the 53rd Dauphin Island Race

Irish Ninja with John French
flew a spinnaker-you should
look up his YouTube clip of
single-handed spinnaker take
down! 

Getting the Hobies ready to sail
involved Special sailors, past com-
modores and willing volunteers

Taco Tuesdays brought Bill Johnson and
Scott Statham to the bar for refreshments
& good eats.

Mary and John Lucas
danced to Island music at

Caribbean Night



The Mainsheet is published monthly by the Fairhope
Yacht Club, a member of the Gulf Yachting Association
and United States Sailing Association.  Circulation
includes all Fairhope Yacht Club members and GYA affili-
ated clubs.  The Mainsheet, Fairhope Yacht Club, P. O.
Box 1327, Fairhope, AL 36533, or e-mail to
mainsheet@fairhopeyachtclub.com by the 20th of the
month prior to publication.  
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Club Boat Sailing
The New Rules for checking out boats is on

Page 4 . Please familiarize yourself with them.

From the Commodore
It’s hard to believe that this is my 6th

“Commodore’s Comments”. We’re half
way through the year already, and it’s
still a very good year at FYC. Club rac-
ing is going strong, Capdevielle partici-

pation is up, the Summer Sailing program is filling
up quickly, the pool is busy, the restaurant is in the
black, the 2012 Dauphin Island Regatta Committee –
chaired by Randy Weaver – is already making plans
for another great event, and we think we’ve gotten a
handle on the HVAC problem. When you see Dean
Koch, be sure to thank him for the tremendous
amount of time and work he has put into helping
solve the HVAC issue. Sometimes we don’t know
what an asset we have in someone until they get
involved in a project, and Dean has certainly been
that asset.

And, alas, with June 1 comes the beginning of hur-
ricane season. This is a good time for everyone with a
boat in the harbor or dry storage to review the
Harbor Hurricane Preparedness Plan which can be
found on the Downloads page of the FYC web site. It
is full of very valuable information. Let’s all hope we
will again be blessed with a storm free season.

To all of our Associates who attended the
Associates Reception – thank you! It was a pleasure
to get to spend some one-on-one time with each of
you and get to know you a little better. Remember,
your sponsor, along with any of the membership, are
always willing to answer any questions you may have.
Don’t be shy – if you don’t know someone, walk up
and introduce yourself. We’re glad to have you in our
Club and look forward to making your Associate year
an enjoyable one.

Look for another performance soon by Doc Rogers
and the Rock Dodgers, a/k/a the FYC House Band.
The band will try to schedule something for June. If
it can be worked out an e-mail will be sent to all
members. If you haven’t been receiving the FYC
Updates e-mails, send an e-mail to me at cmcromar-
tie@bellsouth.net with a request to be added to the
distribution list.

Thanks again to everyone for supporting the Club –
whether it’s a special event, time at the pool, a bever-
age at the bar or a meal in the restaurant. It is you,
the membership, who are responsible for the cama-
raderie being fostered among our members

It’s your Club – use it, enjoy it.
Cathy Cromartie,

Commodore



Three chances left!
2011 Club 420 Circuit
The GYA Club 420 Circuit began with FYC's Wet&Cool
Regatta, and ends with the GYA 420
Championships June 25-26 at LBYC. Mark your cal-
endars. 420 sailors must compete in four out of the six
regattas to be counted in the series. The three remaining
races are:
May 28-29 Juby Wynne Southern YC
June 4-5 Area D Bemis Semis Atlanta YC
June 25-26 GYA 420 Champ. Long Beach YC

Sailing Camp
May 31  through July 22
2011 Summer Sailing Camp 

registration
Sign your children, grandchildren or friends'

children up now. You will notice several
changes in sail camp schedules. This year we
are offering a half day sail camp for the
youngest sailors. These sessions will focus on
FUN in the water and on the boats. Our pri-
mary goal for "Beach Mice" is a fun-filled, posi-
tive experience for your youngest beginner
sailor. Opti sailors will be divided into beginner
opti sailors and a more advanced group if regis-
trations are full for each session. This way we
can offer the beginner the teaching they need,
while at the same time have those who've sailed
before practice the skills they have already
mastered.

420 sessions will focus on mastering sailing
skills needed on larger double-handed boats.

For more information, see the Summer
Sailing Camp Registration forms on the website
fairhopeyachtclub.com or in the FYC office.

It's time to put down the books and
pull up the sails. This month two of our
juniors, Eddie Adams and Cassidy
Wainwrigtht, sailed with the capedev-
ille team at Spring Regetta and both did outstanding.
We are doing Jr. Lipton practices every Tuesday and
Thursday night starting at 4:00 and ending around
7:00 so if you think you have what it takes come on
down. Also, every Friday at 4:00 we are having free-
sail and you can come and take out a boat. If you have
not already, you might want to sign up for summer
sailing which starts May 31st. 

See you at the club,
Robert

Getting ready to defend their last year’s win, the
Junior Lipton team is out regularly because they
understand that
practice can bring
home the trophy.
FYC will host the
2011 Junior
Lipton Challenge
Regatta July 23
and 24. In adition
to the sailing prac-
tice, the Juniors
and advisors are
gearing up for a
great weekend. To
help with the
event, contact
Carol Revel or
Alicia Pereira or Jr
Commodore
Robert Adams

From the 
Junior Commodore

It’s always good for your 1st DI
experience to be a winner!
Presenting the junior crew of WhiteTrash

After the DI Race, the adult crew Denny Blume, Greg
Smith, PeeWee Chason, Ed Wall, PJrC Finn
McCants, Ellis Ollinger posed for pictures with the
White Trash kids, Margaret, Mary Ellis and Millie
Ollinger, Chapin and Andrew Smith, Annie Laurie,
Emily, Stephen and Richard O'Neill and Finch Blume

Junior News

Bringing the boat into harbor
after practice, Cassidy Wainright
on the helm with Finn McCants,
Philip Dobbins



ItalianItalian

Night Night 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) Happy Hours 4-7pm EVERY NIGHT!

11am-9pm 4-9pm(Bar) 4-9pm(Bar) 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

June~2011

420
Championship
GYC

420
Championship
GYC

FYC Rhodes 19 Fleet 4 will host the 2011
Rhodes 19 Gulf Coast Regionals July 8- July
10, 2011.

The regatta is open to all Rhodes 19 boats that
meet class membership and eligibility rules.

Registration will be at the Club Saturday, July 9th
with the racing on Saturday and Sunday. The full
Notice of Regatta can be found on the FYC Rhodes 19
web site.
Schedule of Events:
Friday July 9             1700              Social Event (TBA)
Saturday July 10       0900-1100   Registration

1100              Skippers Meeting
1255              Warning Signal

First Race
(Races to Follow)

1830              Social Event (TBA)
Sunday July 10          1055              Warning Signal

1400              Trophy Presentation

For additional informa-
tion, contact Katie
Dennis-Odom @
r19katie@bellsouth.net.

Offshore Challenge Cup
GYC

Offshore
Challenge
Cup-GYC

Bay Summer
Sailstocise

Rhodes 19-SE Regionals
NEW CHECKOUT PROCEDURE

FOR CLUB OWNED BOATS
Please be advised that the Checkout Procedure for

Club Owned Boats has been updated and revised to
ensure that users are “Certified” and to help
maintain the integrity of the boats.

The Bridge and Board encourages all members to
take advantage of the opportunity to use Club
Owned Boats and enjoy the sport of Sailing.

Members may become “Certified” and thus able
to use the Club Owned Boats by contacting the
Adult Sailing Coordinator, Fleet Captain, or
Designee to learn about the procedures, how to rig
the boats, and demonstrate their sailing abilities.
All Members that have already been “Checked
Out” are considered “Certified” and can therefore
continue to use the boats they have been checked
out on.
A new “Reservation and Record of Use” form
has been initiated and is located at the bar.  It is
requested that you fill out the form when you would
like to use (reserve) a certain boat.  Then when you
are finished, please complete the form indicating
when you returned and if there was any damaged or
missing equipment.
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July~2011

June 3: Italian Night- A feast of flavors from
Italy for the evening. Setting up a Pasta Bar with
all the savory choices you could want; Lasagna,
Chicken Marsala, Triggerfish Picatta and
Eggplant Rollantini for entrees and a selection of
fabulous desserts to choose from.
July 4: Under the club picnic- We’re still
planning the special picnic for the July Fourth
Celebration to make your day complete. The cost
will be $10/adults & $5/children. Suggestions for
time (lunch or supper) and menu will be wel-
come.
August: Chef Rob has planned a night of Disco
Dancing- Bringing back the sounds and the fun
of the 60’s and 70’s for a night of nostalgia and
pleasure. Watch your email for news of this and
other events! 
Champagne Brunch-First Sunday every
month- This has a hit and we will keep this going
since we all like the bubbly! Come down and get
your minimum started early in the month!

Karaoke with Mitchell- Starting something
“New” for FYC! Thursday nights, there will be
karaoke in the ballroom for all of you would-be
crooners out there.
Dancing with the Spars- We are still working
on the ballroom dance and hopefully will have a
date for it soon on the FYC calendar.

Around the club-
The pool has opened and the
reviews are obvious as evident
on the faces of our young

swimmers
with their
grandmoth-
er, Sally
Conlee. Eli
Vannoy was
having a blast, while Vera
Marass didn’t want to be told it
was time to get out of the pool
and go home!

What’s happening you need to know about:



“One need only think of the weather, in which
case the prediction even for a few days ahead is
impossible.” Albert Einstein

Six boats participated in the offshore cruise,
April 30-May 14. The plan was to sail offshore out
of Pensacola in stages to Port St Joe and on to the
Apalachicola/Carrabelle region. Tere Mills and
Janie Stephenson
on Promises and
Margaret Myers
Selby on Top Cat
left the last week
of April for the
first scheduled
anchorage at
Ingram Bayou.
Mike Turner and
Pamela Caudill
on Mary’Lis
joined them there
on Saturday,
April 30; while
Michael Connell
on Ellipsis… and
Jack Bystricky on
Church Lady
came in on May 1
after doing the
Dauphin Island Race the day before.

With forecasts for high wind and waves,

Promises and Mary’Lis made early returns to
Fairhope on May 1 and 2, respectively.  Ellipsis…,
Church Lady and Top Cat pressed on to Little
Sabine on May 2, where they spent the next three
nights weathered in.  One night required anchor
watches when the three rafted boats faced winds
gusting to 40 knots.  The weather forced cancela-
tion of the offshore portion of the cruise.  Our
intrepid cruisers returned to Ingram on Thursday
the 5th, where Tere joined Margaret on Top Cat;
and the fleet returned to Fairhope May 6.

Kudos to PC Paul Ring and PC Barbara Brown
for the cruise’s distance and duration records.
Polecat left in late April and spent over three
weeks cruising as far as Fort Walton Beach,
returning to Fairhope on Monday May 17. 
Biloxi Car Cruise ---------------------------------
On Saturday, May 28th, FYC cruisers took a “car
cruise” to Biloxi to attend the Billy Creel Wooden
Boat Show at the Maritime & Seafood Industry
Museum.  The annual show, in its 16th year, is one
of the largest wooden boat shows on the Gulf
Coast.  FYC cruisers toured docked wooden yachts,
reviewed exhibits on wooden boat construction
and craft displays, and enjoyed a seafood and BBQ
lunch at the Schooner Pier Complex followed by
dinner back at the club.
Next Cruise -----------------------------------------

Summer Sailstice day sail to Middle Bay Light,
June 18.  Information on upcoming cruises is
available on the Cruising page at the club’s web-
site.  Contact Cruising Captain Tere Mills for more
information.

kategibson11@usa.net

Cruising News: Offshore Cruise

May Membership Report 
Promoted to Equity:
Ke-winn Chan
He is an Engineer for Airbus, interested in
sailing, crusing, racing. As an Associate he
participated in Race Committee work as a
PRO for Children's Cup and Wadewitz
(2010) & PRO for Wet & Cool for Rhodes
19 and 420.

James (Jim) VanAntwerp, III
James has participated in work parties and
has enjoyed the Club's
Flying Scot, teaching his 5
sons to sail.
David C. Strickland
David belonged to the

Rudder Club of Jacksonville, FL and is
interested in sailing & racing Flying Scots

Welcomed to Associate 
membership:
Andrew Saunders
Kevin Olmstead

Welcome aboard, Marie Bidney, Chair

Promises and Top Cat snug in for
the night at Ingrams Bayou



Four C22s participated in the DI,
starting in rough and confused seas
and SSE wind at 15 knots. Norbert
Faulk, from N. Al, on Seawolf took 1st
place with a cracked hull, taking on
water; John Helmsteadter, Chris Dawe
and Chuck Newman on Windsong III

earned 2nd & Pat Noonan, with brother Jerome Knapp, on
Snoopy did not finish as the rudder snapped near the finish.
Cliff Horn from Foley on Picara “blew out both sails” but
was able to finish.

Sunday, John and Chris sailed on to Ingram’s Bayou,
Pirate’s Cove and Bear Point for the first day of Fleet 137’s
Great Summer Cruise. Pat and Jerome
were able to continue the cruise after
borrowing a rudder from Bob Sparks
who had trailered from Alexandria LA
for the cruise but who did not race.
After an arduous day of motoring in 3
foot seas and 30 knot winds crossing
Bon Secour Bay (Jerome began calling the cruise “Hell
Week” in comparison to his UDT training) Snoopy made
safe harbor at Home Port and had libation’s at LuLu’s.
Next morning they joined Windsong and together had fine

sailing to Fort McCree at Pensacola where they
met the North Gulf Cruise
from Fort Walton Fleet 77.
The next day provided anoth-
er fine sail for all twenty
Catalina 22s as they sailed together to
Pirate’s Cove and Bear Point. A cold
front brought
high winds and

a temp drop of 40° but the revelry
continued with dinner at Flipper’s.
Next day, Fleet 77 began the return
sail to Fort Walton Beach while the
three boats from Fleet 137 sailed to
LuLu’s for lunch and then on to

overnight at Bon Secour and
happy hour at Happy Harbor.
Thursday Petite, Windsong III
and Snoopy made for home
port at FYC as the wind shifted
north and moderated to a gen-
tle breeze. All vowed to do the
Great Summer Cruise again ...
next year.

SUNDAY FUN RACES
May 8: Wow. From a scoring standpoint this was a tough
one due to lack of information. Hopefully the Signup Sheet
makes it easy to do. (Let me know if it can be improved.)
The signup sheet is kept in the bar and after the initial
signing in with the Boat Name/Owner, PHRF rating, and
Start time, all you need to do is: Check participation; Note
Start Time; After the race Check if decided to use a spin-
naker (Adjust your start time if you do) and write in finish
time.
May 15: Pretty good turnout with 7 boats racing. Wing It
led the pack for his 2nd win of the series. Way to go
Andy. New Wake and Kaotic were only a couple of min-
utes behind, then Patriot. There was also a tight race for
5th place with Dirt Rhodes, David & Plug, and Church
Lady within 1 minute of each other.

THURSDAY NIGHT RACES
The Thursday Night Races are off and running and after 3

weeks, Kaotic (Fred Chasey/Ben Batchelder) is leading the
pack with 13 points, with Damn Yankee (Rick Byrne), and
New Wake (Dan Herzog) close behind with 12 and 11
points respectively. There was some confusion (mis-report-
ing) on what the new course would be, but the correct
course for Thursday Night is E - X - SW - S - X - E. No
report on the sunsets, but I'm sure they were great.

The Sunday Series is being lead by Kaotic (Fred

Chasey/Ben Batchelder) with 44.5 points. The next 4
boats are:  New Wake (Dan Herzog)- 21 points; Gypsy
Wind (Jack Ardrey)- 20.5 points; Patriot (Rick Matteis)-
17 points; Wing It (Andy Patterson)- 14 points

If you're looking for something to do while you're sailing,
you might try these races as the staggered starts relieve
some stress and the finishes can be exciting. Maybe it
would get YOU out on the water more often. If you need
crew or would like to crew for someone, see the crew list at
the bar.

COME JOIN THE FUN

Randy Fitzpatrick
is now on the Eastern Shore

251-377-8419
at 

Cuttin-Up
28825 Hwy 98 Suite B, Daphne

Catalina-22 Fleet 137 News: DI Race/Great Summer Cruise - 2011

Club racing report: 



FOR SALE: Kayak, Native
Watercraft Solo angler, Ultimate
14 peddle/paddle, almost new,
$990 RGiles 621-3998       0211
-----------------------------------------
FOR SALE: Cape Dory Typhoon
Weekender (19‘‘), 2 sets sails,
roller furling jib, Merc 5hp out-
board, wood in great shape, 2 sets
cushions, port-a-potty, 4 jack
stands, bottom painted 8/10, need
something bigger. FYC B dock
$6000. Laramie Dixey 472-6446.

laramie.dixey@gmail.com      1110
-----------------------------------------
FOR SALE: Soverel 26: racer-
cruiser, proven race winner, large
interior, with sails, motor, trailer,
lifting harness. In three GYA
Challenge Cup Races it has
taken 1, 2, 3 in D Class. Upwind,
it'll out point just about everything
(except other S26s). Fast dead
downwind. Google "Soverel 26"
Best Offer Tony 243- 3262   1110
---------------------------------------------

MAINSHEET CLASSIFIED ADS
ARE A FREE SERVICE TO THE
MEMBERSHIP. TO LIST AN AD,
SEND A BRIEF DESCRIPTION
TO  
cmcromartie@bellsouth.net 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO
EDIT OR REFUSE ANY AD.
Ads will run for 6 months unless
requested to run longer.

Members Classified Ads RECOGNIZE
THE WATER CONDITION 

WARNINGS
Do you know where the 

warning is for FYC beaches? 
Do you know what the colors

mean? 
Do you remember to look

before you swim in the Bay?
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