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If you missed the fun we had in
April, look ahead for the great
sailing and social events we have
coming up in May.
Check the calendar and the web
page for what we have in store.

A month of fun at the club and sailing

Doc Rogers and the Rock Dodgers gave us great music to kick off Spring Fling with
BBQ under the house on the 17th

Juniors show off the their skills in a tight start at
the Wet N’ Cool.

Capdevielle racing has started and the Rear
Commodore and the Fleet Captain are looking for
sailors to participate with them at these events. Contact
Joe Comer IV or Chris Dabney to join the team.

Wet N’ Cool 420’s get ready for a start

Katie Hamlin, beautifully
recovered, was beautiful in
blue for the April Guardian
event, a Fashion Show
and Wine Evening hosted
by Jean Clarkson

The balcony made a great place to hold
our first Beer Tasting as the Commodore
takes a taste of the offerings.

The Easter
Bunny made
quick visit with
loads of eggs
and fun for all
ages
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Adult Sailing
Did you know several FYC Boats are available
for member use? You just need to become

"certified" to use them. Did you know you can
learn to sail for FREE? Contact our Adult
Sailing Coordinator for information and an
appointment: John Helmstadter (956) 495-

5147 or helmsail@live.com

From the Commodore
First I want to thank the membership

for whole-heartedly supporting the
events FYC has been having – the wine
tasting & fashion show to benefit
Children’s Hospital, the beer tasting,

the “kick off spring break bar-b-que”, regatta sup-
port, the Sunday brunch, and in general, the Club as
a whole. Rob and staff served approximately 300
people during the Easter brunch; they sold all of the
chicken, burgers and hot dogs during the spring
break kick-off and the beer tasting was so well
attended we just may have to do something like that
again. It’s great to see so many of you at the Club.
Many have asked about the Tiki Bar being open on

a more regular basis, especially those using the pool.
Beginning Saturday, May 28, the Tiki Bar will be
open daily from 11:00am until 6:00pm. There will be
an attendant (or two) who will come to the pool area,
take your order and bring it to you. In addition to
beverages, the Tiki Bar will have sandwiches, pool
snacks, ice cream and more. Some details are still
being worked out, but the plan is to make it easier for
you to enjoy your time at the pool without having to
leave to order food and beverages. It will probably
take a few days to work out the kinks since this is a
new venture, so bear with us. Now, that being said,
please remember that food and drink are not allowed
in the pool. You’re welcome to enjoy them on the
deck, just not in the pool.
In 2012. FYC will be the host for the Dauphin

Island Race. Randy Weaver has agreed to serve as
Chair for the 2012 DI Committee. All who were
around for the 50th DI event know what a great job
was done by Randy and his committee. No doubt the
54th event will be a great success as well. Thank you
Randy for volunteering to chair this event.
More events are being planned that we know you

will enjoy. If you have an idea for an event please
seek out someone on the Entertainment Committee,
a member of the Bridge or Board or Pauline. We’re
always looking for something new.
It’s your Club – use it, enjoy it.

Cathy Cromartie,
Commodore



What a 
difference 
a week can
make!

On Saturday
morning,
there was no
wind until
about  2pm.
Then it was
perfect at

about 10-12k. The wind picked up on Sunday to 15-18
and it was shifty.

Sailors came from Long
Beach, Pensacola, Mobile
and New Orleans to have a
wonderful weekend at FYC’s
Wet N’ Cool Regatta. All
FYC Juniors that participat-
ed placed in their classes.
Margaret Ollinger: 1st - 420
Robert Adams & Alex Donald: 3rd - 420 Spin & Trap
AJ Pereira: 1st - Laser Full Rig
Catherine Donald: 3rd - Opti White Fleet

John Pereira: 1st - Opti Red
Philip Dobbins: 2nd - Opti Blue
Mary Ellis Ollinger, Gibbs
Sherrell and Ben Gottfried: 
Green Fleet

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL! 

YOU MAKE US PROUD!

2011 Club 420 Circuit
The GYA Club 420 Circuit began with FYC's Wet&Cool
Regatta, and ends with the GYA 420
Championships June 25-26 at LBYC. Mark your cal-
endars. 420 sailors must compete in four out of the six
regattas to be counted in the series. The three remaining
races are:
May 28-29 Juby Wynne Southern YC
June 4-5 Area D Bemis Semis Atlanta YC
June 25-26 GYA 420 Champ. Long Beach YC

2011 Summer Sailing Camp registration
Sign your children, grandchildren or friends' children

up now. You will notice several changes in sail camp
schedules. This year we are offering a half day sail
camp for the youngest sailors. These sessions will
focus on FUN in the water and on the boats. Our pri-
mary goal for "Beach Mice" is a fun-filled, positive
experience for your youngest beginner sailor. Opti
sailors will be divided into beginner opti sailors and a
more advanced group if registrations are full for each
session. This way we can offer the beginner the teach-
ing they need, while at the same time have those
who've sailed before practice the skills they have
already mastered.

420 sessions will focus on mastering sailing skills
needed on larger double-handed boats.

For more information, see the Summer Sailing Camp
Registration forms on the website
fairhopeyachtclub.com or in the FYC office.

The month of April is over and there is
still lots of sailing to go. The Wet &
Cool and Mobile Bay Youth Champs
were last month. Our Opti sailing jun-
iors sailed very well in these regattas despite the harsh
conditions. We are starting Junior Lipton practice this
month so I would like to see a lot of people show up
for that. Also, Chris Dabney would like to have more
juniors come and sail on Sundays for Flying Scot prac-
tices. All juniors are welcome. 

See you at the club,
Robert

From the 
Junior Commodore

A Day at the Races
by Karl Hakmiller

The north-wind of Boreas fills the sails as
the racers take their start. I am there. I sit
on the edge of Poseidon’s brown ocean
with my camera in hand. I see all, though
all may not see me. I wield my camera as
Athena, the war goddess, does her javelin.
Through my lens, every detail is palpable.
The day is still young, as through my camera I see a giggling
babe playing amongst the shallow water. Gusts of wind
push the sailboats onward. Newly weds so obviously blessed
with the arrow of Eros stroll into view. And still forward the
boats gallop. Faster. Faster. . And still forward the boats
gallop. Faster. Faster. Upon the balcony sits a man weath-
ered by time. No one accompanies him, and so, by himself,
he watches Apollo's Chariot end its run. Like myself, he also
sees the boats burst through the finish, to end an exciting
race. However, also like myself, he understands that just as
Apollo's Chariot will rise and fall again, and the boats will
finish and begin their circular race course many times
more, the end of his race will be but one more length added
to the beautiful cycle that is the human experience. Oh, a
day at the races. 
Editors note: Karl, a FYC Junior, was serving his first time
as Race Committee member and saw a new side of racing.

Our own Wet N’ Cool

We may not have won the Mobile Bay Championship tro-
phy this year but our FYC Juniors did well, with Philip
Dobbins winning the Opti fleet and Robert Adams and
Alex Donald taking a 3rd in 420s against tight competi-
tion. Congratulations!

Junior News
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Restaurant & Bar Hours Of Operation
(251-928-8888 for Dinner Reservations) Happy Hours 4-7pm EVERY NIGHT!

11am-9pm 4-9pm(Bar) 4-9pm(Bar) 4pm-9pm 4pm-9pm 11am-10pm 11am-10pm

May~2011

Caribbean
Night

We have a new menu and it looks interesting.
The additions include a staff-recommended (“It’s
great!”) Amber Chicken, Flounder, Pampano,
Tuna, Swordfish, Salmon and Gulf Shrimp as well
as tasty Beef and Pork dishes. There are some
new salads and appetizers on the list and special
desserts every night.

Come early in the month and get a token for
every meal through the 15th of the month to use
at your next meal for a complimentary drink or
dessert.

Added to these are the Regular Happenings: the
Monday night Pot Luck; Tuesday is Free Tacos at
the Bar with Margarita specials; Friday has Slow
Roasted Prime Ribs and Sunday will be Brunch
from 11am to 2pm.
Our club has become very popular as a place to
have receptions and special events. Pauline has a
full schedule of parties for the month so plan
ahead if you want to utilize the club for a special
occasion.

Kitchen news: Entertainment Updates:
Champagne Brunch-First Sunday every
month-
The Entertainment
Committee has planned
to keep this going since
we all like the bubbly!
Come down and get
your minimum started
early in the month!

Caribbean Night- Saturday, May 7- Julie
Sweets’ new band “Willin” will play from 7 to 10
PM. Take a trip to the Islands man and enjoy the
sounds of this great new band.
Karaoke with Mitchell- Starting something
“New” for FYC! Thursday nights, there will be
karaoke in the ballroom for all of you would-be
crooners out there.
Dancing with the Spars- We are still working
on the ballroom dance and hopefully will have a
date for it soon on the FYC calendar.
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Pictures from the race start by LFYC PC Marie Bidney

Dauphin Island -Lake Forest this time, FYC next year!
Marie Bidney reports, “The start was windy with semi-rough seas. Winds maybe 15-20.

I was at the start so don't know anything about the finish yet. I think there were 150-155
boats in the race.”

Flying a yellow Special Olympic flag, our SO sailing team coach, Daryl Haskew and
partner Paul Bishop braved the winds and white caps with Special Athletes Michael Cline
and Chris Racine. Daryl said, “The old boat performed well in heavy weather and missed
placing in second position by 10 minutes. We were 7 minutes behind the number 3 boat.
Of course, as you know, you don't have any idea who you are actually racing against. The
other boats in our class were Catalina 22's and Hunter 23. We are a Pearson Resolute 19.
Thanks to all at FYC who support our program and allow us to use the facilities.”

Even though we didn’t get to keep the Governor’s Trophy, our FYC boats did well.
Crewed by FYC Juniors while the skipper and other adults were below, White Trash
roared across the line with Margaret Ollinger on the helm! Thanks, Greg, for your gener-
ous support of the future of Fairhope Yacht Club.

Offshore Challenge Cup
GYC

Offshore
Challenge
Cup-GYC

If you remember 4 years back,
Randy and Vivian Weaver put on
the Mother of all Dauphin Island
celebrations. With the clubhouse
incomplete, meetings held in the
Boat Barn, members scattered and
boats still being repaired, we had a

race for the record books. As a member of their committee, I can
assure you that their dedication to making the event memorable
was what kept us putting out our best effort to not disappoint
them. If you want to be part of a group that will define “team
work” join them and help put on the 54th Dauphin Island Race!



Even our friends said we should have
our heads examined…

Over 20 boats participated in this spring’s MSD inspec-
tions in the club harbor on April 16th. The inspections were
organized by the FYC Cruising Group. Tom Batty and Jim
Henderson from Mobile Yacht Club, both certified “special
agents” of the Alabama Marine Police for the purpose of
conducting MSD inspections, came across the Bay to con-
duct the exams. Boats passing the inspections, which are
required by Alabama for all boats with installed toilet facili-
ties, were given stickers to verify compliance. Tom and Jim
were very complimentary of how well prepared all the par-
ticipating FYC skippers were.

Boat owners should be aware that Alabama law requires
that any boat with installed toilet facilities must pass an
annual inspection and display an inspection sticker. The
inspection helps ensure that the toilet system is protected
from inadvertent overboard discharge of sewage in coastal

and inland waters. Failure to
pass the required inspection
and display the sticker, can
lead to boardings and fines by
marine police in both Alabama and Florida waters; more-
over, improper overboard sewage discharge can lead to
substantial fines from the Coast Guard.
Any club members who were unable to participate, and
who need an MSD inspection, should contact either
Cruising Captain Tere Mills or Mike Turner to arrange for
an inspection.

Many thanks to Tom, Jim and MYC for providing this
service to our club!

April 2nd & 3rd was our Dauphin Island cruise. The wind
was forecast to blow out of the north Saturday morning.
The only problem was that it quit blowing early that morn-
ing and a dead calm set in. The sail turned into a motor to
the island. The following boats arrived at the island: Liza,
Fly Buoy, Cabbages and Kings, Promises, Seven C’s,
Dejavu, NauticStar, and one no-named sailboat. The
weather was beautiful. Our anchorage was just off the golf
course. People were surfing behind golf carts driving up
and down the beach. Several of our boaters went by dingy
to the golf course restaurant. Many of the locals were out
fishing. Kids and dogs were running on the beach and birds
flying everywhere. We saw an Osprey dive into the water
and pick up a big trout. He was having a hard time gaining
altitude carrying the fish until he paused and shook the
water from his feathers. He was then able to soar upwards
and returned to the golf course, fish in hand.

The sail back on Sunday was great with plenty of wind out
of the south west. We only tacked once and made it to FYC

in about 4 hours.
Three cruises have been set for the first couple of weeks in

May. One to Appalachacola, another to the Mississippi bar-
rier islands and the Catalina 22 cruise to Pensacola. On
May 28 & 29 we will have a car and/or boat cruise to the
Billy Creel Wooden Boat show. This will include the Biloxi
Maritime Museum and the Seafood Industry Museum.
Mike Turner is Captain for this cruise.

Tom Batty MYC hanging the
MSD flag with Mike Turner FYC.

This flag was flying while our
FYC members were having their

heads inspected.

David and Mary Lucas
aboard Liza with Dave
Carey, Tracy Faircloth

and Tere Mills along
side. Anchorage at DI

Photo & article sub-
mitted by Tere Mills

kategibson11@usa.net

April Membership Report 
Meet Robert "Eddie" Hodge
and his spouse, Marina, from
Daphne. They have two chil-
dren. They sail, cruise, race,
and Maria has taught sailing.
Robert is an engineer. His
Sponsor is Philip Saye.
Russell Autrey and his wife,
Olivia, are from Fairhope. They
have no children but they have
a Power Boat (Possible com-
mittee boat?), they sail, and
have a friend with sailboat at
Eastern Shore Marina. Russell

is a forestry consultant sponsored by Glen Higdon.
Welcome aboard

Marie Bidney, Chair

Cruising News: MSD Inspections in the Harbor

Fun in the Sun at Dauphin Island



The Fleet 137 April meeting was a ‘sail across the bay’ event
with two eastern shore boats,
Pat, John and Chuck in Snoopy
and Alan and Rhonda Bishop
in their boat met Chris and
crew from the west coast, then
sailed back to Dog River for
lunch at the River Shack.
Captain Chris flew the fleet

burgee for the first time to celebrate getting his
boat launched. There was very light SW wind for
the sail over and then heavy S wind and 3 foot
waves requiring use of the storm jib for the trip back.
Pat and crew Chuck Neuman flew Pat’s storm jib, which
drew some strange looks coming into the harbor at FYC for
the winds had moderated and other boats were just going
out for an evening sail. Alan wisely decided to wait out the
weather and came in on Sunday morning.

SUNDAY FUN RACES
YES. We are having FUN at the Sunday FUN Races. The

new scoring system seems to be meeting its objective of
getting more boats closer at the Finish Line. This makes for
more competition, an opportunity to sharpen skills for the
Big Regattas, and to have FUN.
As of the end of April we have had 9 races, with 20 boats

participating.  Kaotic with Fred Chasey & Ben Batchelder
at the helm seem to be the boat to beat scoring 36.5 points
so far.  New Wake driven by Dan Herzog is in 2nd place
with 17 points and Gypsy Wind captained by Jack Ardrey is
close behind with 16.5 points.  Three boats Patriot (Rick
Matteis), Damn Yankee (Rick Byrne), and Church Lady
(Jack Bystricky) are next tied with 10 points.
We have had some very close finishes. One day all 7 boats

finished within 5 minutes of each other, and a couple dif-

ferentials between 2nd and 5th place were 2 minutes 5 sec-
onds and 1 minute 28 seconds. Would you believe we have
had 6 different WINNERS?  YES. We are having FUN.
Come join us.

THURSDAY NIGHT RACES
The Thursday Night Races will start on May 5th at 6:30

PM and run through October this year. Please be aware
that the course has been changed (just a little) to take
advantage of the prevailing Thursday night winds. The
course will be Start at E, go to X, then SW (instead of SE),
then to X and finish at E.  Be sure to sign up on the sheet
in the bar and record your finish time.  Let’s go have some
more FUN and watch a Sunset in the process.

RACE SCORING SYSTEM REVIEW MEETING
There will be a meeting to review our new scoring system
at the Club Tuesday May 10th at 6:00 PM.

Randy Fitzpatrick
is now on the Eastern Shore
251-377-8419

at Cuttin-Up
28825 Hwy 98 Suite B, Daphne

Catalina-22 Fleet 137 News: 

H Dine in the restaurant or bar and receive 1 Token for
each entré ordered.
H Token can be redeemed with your next meal purchase
for 1 free beverage (well drink, house wine, tea, soda, cof-
fee) OR 1 dessert.
H Token can be redeemed 1 per person per subsequent

dining anytime of the month (except during special events)
H Separate adult and child tokens. Child tokens may be
redeemed only for a child beverage or dessert.
H Tokens will not be issued or be redeemed during special
events (Mystery Theater Dinner, wine tastings, Caribbean
night, birthday/retirement parties, rehearsal dinners, etc.)

Restaurant Promo: 1st–15th of each month

Club racing report: 



FOR SALE: Kayak, Native Watercraft Solo
angler, Ultimate 14 peddle/paddle, almost
new, $990 RGiles 621-3998                0211
-----------------------------------------
FOR SALE: Cape Dory Typhoon
Weekender (19‘‘), 2 sets sails, roller furling
jib, Merc 5hp outboard, all wood in great
shape, 2 sets cushions, port-a-potty, 4 jack
stands, bottom painted 08/10, need some-
thing bigger. FYC B dock $6000. Laramie
Dixey 472-6446. laramie.dixey@gmail.com 

1110
-----------------------------------------
FOR SALE: Soverel 26: racer-cruiser,
proven race winner, large interior, with sails,
motor, trailer, lifting harness. In three GYA
Challenge Cup Races it has taken 1, 2, 3 in
D Class. Upwind,  it'll out point just about
everything (except other S26s). Downwind,
fast dead downwind. Google "Soverel 26" .
Best Offer. Tony 243- 3262                  1110
---------------------------------------------------- 

MAINSHEET CLASSIFIED ADS ARE A
FREE SERVICE TO THE MEMBERSHIP.
TO LIST AN AD, SEND A BRIEF
DESCRIPTION TO  
cmcromartie@bellsouth.net 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT OR
REFUSE ANY AD.
Ads will run for 6 months unless requested
to run longer.

Members Classified Ads
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